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Univerlal Love, &c. 


SECT. L 
The IntroduQion; 


Giving an account of the Authors Experience in this 
Matter; with the Reaſons moving bim to treat 
thereof. 


Lbeitr, 'ict were very deſirable that Man could from 
A his very tender Age upwards receive ſo living an 
Impreſſion not only of the trueſt and ſureſt Prin- 
ciples of the Docrines of "Chriſt, but alſo of the 
Life and Power of Godlineſs to leaven the whole Mind 
and AﬀeRions unto the pure and holy Nature of Jeſus 
yet ſceing that this Happineſs befalls tro few (moſt of Men 
being by the prejudice of Education, either pre-poſleſſed, 
or defiled with wrong notions, or elſe thoſe who 'come to 
receive, even at firſt, a right Impreſſion in their Under- 
ſtandings, as to Opinion or Principle, do either by the 
power of inward Corruption, working upon their Natural 
Complexions, or by other Temptations from without, of- 
rentimes fall exceeding ſhort of this pare Life ) the beſt 
way to Redeem the Time, and to repair that Loſs, is from 
the experience we have had of the Evil, and the Memory 
we retain of, how far we haye been wrong to _ 
an 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
, 


(2) 
and ſtrengchen our ſelves in the good now revealed and 
imbraced, which by the powerful working of God's Infinite 
Goodneſs, turning all ro the advantage of thoſe that love 
and follow Him, makes the Miniſtry of ſuch the more ef- 
_ as in the example of Pavl and others was mani- 
eſt, 

It being then ſo, that the cond:tion of my life hitherto 
(Albeir, Ias yet am but a young Man) gives me experience 
more then perhaps to many others, to treat of this ſub-. 
je& : Therefore, finding a true freedom and liberty in my 
ſpirit, I have wagy undertaken, for the ſake of ſome, 
to write ſomething briefly, and yet I hope clearly thereof, 
that my experience herein, if the Lord will, by His Bleſſing 
may be made uſeſul to others. 

My firſt Education from my Infancy up, fell amongſt the 
ſtricteſt ſort of Calviniſts, thoſe of. our Countty being 
generally acknowledged to be the ſevereſt of thar Se in 
the heat of Zeal, ſurpaſſing not only Geneva, from whence 
they derive their Pedigreez bur all other the Reformed 
Churches abroad ( ſo called ) ſo that ſome of the French 
Proteſtants being upbraided with the fruits of this Zeal, as 
it appeared in Jo, Knox , Buchanan, and others do, be- 
fides what is peculiar ro their Principles of this kind, al- 
ledge the ſuper-abundance thereof to proceed & fervids Sco- 
tarum Ingenio, i.e. from the violent Complexion of our 
Cecuntry men. I had ſcarce got out of my Child-hood 
when I was by the permiſſion of Divine Providence caſt a- 
mong the Company of Papiſts, and my tender years, and 
immature Capacity not being able co withſtand and reſiſt 
the Infinuations that were uſed to Proſelice me to that 
wayz I became quickly defiled with the Pollutions there- 
of, and continued therein for a time, unti] it pleaſed God, 
through his rich Love and Mercy, to deliver me out'of 
thoſe Snares, and to give me a clear underſtanding of the 
evil of that way. In both theſe Sets, the Reader may 
eaſily conceive thag I had abundant occaſion to _ 

M-. 


(3) 
Impreſſions contrary to this principle of Love herein treated 
of, ſeeing the ſtraitneſs of feveral of their Dodrines, 4s 
well as their practice of Perſecution, do abundantly de. 
clare how oppoſite they are to Hnjverſal Love (as ſhall 
hereaſtze more at large be ſhown) and Albeir, the cime it 
pleaſed God to deliver me out of theſe Snares, TI was ſo young, 
that it may be preſumed my Obſervations could be but 
weak, and conſequently my Experience inconfiderabley yer 
for 3s much as from my very Child-hood I was very ambi- 
tious of Knowledge, and by a certain felicity of Under- 
ſtanding, I think I may ſay without Vanity, ſucceſsful be- 
yond many of my Equals in Age, thongh my Obſervations 
at thac time were but weak, yet fince I have with more 
leiſure and circumſpeRion gathered thence ſo much experi- 
ence, as I am confident will ſerve for a ſufficient foun- 
dation to any Superſtructure I thall build upon it in this 
Treatiſe, 

The time that intervened betwixt my forſaking of the 
Church of Rome, and joyning with thoſe, with whom 1 
{tand now ingaged, 7 kept my ſelf free from joyning with 
any ſort of People, though I took liberty to hear ſeveral g 
and my Converſe was moſt with thoſe that inveigh much a- 
eainſt judging and ſuch kind of ſeverity , ſeeming to com- 
plain greatly for want of this Chriſtian Charity among all 
Seas, which Laticude may perhaps be eſteemed the other 
extream oppoſite to the preciſeneſs of theſe other Sed, 
whereby I alſo received an opportunity to know what nſu- 
ally is pretented on char fide likewiſe; and thence can 
ſay ſomewhat experimentally on that part atſo, 

As for thoſe I am now joyned to, and whom [ juſtly eſteem 
to be the true followers and Servants of Jeſus Chriſt, the 
World ſpeaks diverſly of them, as to this matcer, ſome 
highly accuſing them of the want of Charity, and quarrel- 
ling with them as ſach who peremprorily condemn all but 
themſelves: Others have a contrary conceit 'of them, each 
according as they are prejudicated and informed, What 
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may. be truly ſzid in the caſe, ſhall after. appear : I my 
ſelf have been diverſly, cenſured in this matter , being in- 
aged in Controverhe,. which as they can be ſcarcely.hand- 
ſ without ſomething of ſharpneſs, ſo are ſeldom man- 
naged by any (o ſuccesfully, as not to bear the Cenſure 
of ſome or other, in this reſpet. Having then upon the 
whole matter obſerved that this want of Charity is that, 
for the want of which, each Se accuſes the other, and yer 
are moſt averſe to (ee this defe&t in themſelves, and that 
ſome do accuſe all Sets as guilty of this Crime, I have. 
judged it meet to commit my ſence hereof to writing, ac- 
1%. to the purpoſe ſignifi in the Ticle afore-mentioned. 


SECT. I'. 


The Nature of Chriftlan Love and Charity demonſtrated, the 
Conſiſtancy of true Zeal therewith, it's diſtinition frond 
falſe Zeal. 


-_ Nature of Chriſtian Love and Charity is fully and 
; abundantly deſcribed in the Holy Scriptures, where 
it is. preferred before all other Virtues and properties what- 
ſoever, as that which. comprzhendeth in-it all other per- 
fetions, and is the root and ſpring of them, for there can 
be no true Virtue but that which proceedeth from Love z 
hence God himſelf is called Love, 1 Jo. 4+7. as being that, 
under which all his innumerable and inatterable perfeRions 
are included : By this Love we are Redeemed from the 
Corruption of. our Nature, and have received the benefit 
of a Mediator, Joh. 16, This is the Banner wherewith God 
covereth his Children, Cazt. 2.4. This is that which Con- 
flrained our Lord Feſus Chriſt to lay down his Life for ws, 
Joh. 15,13. The exerciſe of this is given by. Chriſt as the 
principal Token of his Diſciples, Foh, 13. 35, It 4s _= 
ere 
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ber ed #4 the firtt fruit of the Spirit, Gal. 5. 22, It is calted 
the. fulfilling of the Law, as that, wherein all confifteth ,, 
Rom, 13. 10. For to Love God above all things, and our 
Neighbour as our ſelves, is the ſum not only of the Law, 
but of the Goſpel alſo, 1 Coy. 13. 13, Therefore the A- 
poſtle Paul giveth to this Love or Charity the- Precedency. 
before either Faith or Hope; in which Chapter he doth 
briefly, but very emphatically deſcribe ir, . for having firſt 
ſhewn that the ſpeaking with Tongues of Men, and Angels, 
that the gifts of Prepbefping, Underitanding, and Knowledge,: 
that the Faith that even could remove Monntains, and the- 
giving of all to the Poor, yea, and the Body to be burnt, is. 
nothing without it : He proceeds to the deſcription of it 
thus, . Charity - ſuffers long, is kind; Charity envieth not, . 
Vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, does not behave it ſelf 
wnſeemly, ſeeking not her own, is not eaſily provoked, think-»-- 
eth no evil, rejoyceth not in Iniquity, but rejoyceth in the 
Truth ;, beartth all things , believeth all things, hopeth all. 
things, endureth all things, never failth , Albeit, other 
gifts have, 1 Cor. 13, from the firſt Verſe, As by this the- 
excell:ncy of Lyve is ſhown, ſo the neceſſity of preſling af- 
ter ir, and living in it, will be readily acknowledged by 
all; but ſeeing the ſum of this Love , as well as the per- 
fe&ion thereof, conſiſts in loving God above all; fo what-, 
ever diverteth in any thing there-fiom, is not to be ac-. 
counted Love, though the ſame word be. uſed to expreſs 
it, and. that in the Scripture it ſelf; ſuch as the Love of- 
Self, the Love of the World, the Love of any Creature :. 
Hence for the attaining of the. true and excellent Love ,. 
the Love of all theſe other things is not only to be laid a-+ 
fide, and the Loy2 of God preferred ro them, but they are: 
to be hated as Chriſt himſelf Phraſeth ic, He that hateth. 
his life, Jo. 12. 25. Yea, he uſeth it ſo, as to ſpeaking. of 
hating Father and Mother, Luk, 14. 26. though when the 
Love to ſuch, is truly ſubordinate: to the other, it is; both 
commended and commanded... 
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The Teſtimony which is required of our really being in 
-the Love of God, Chriſt himſelf fignifieth to us : f you 
Love me, keep my Commandements : And as the Beloved 
Diſciple Joh» ſaid in the caſe of Knowledge , ſhewing us 
| the falſhood of ſuch as pretend to kaow God, and yer do 
not ſo; ſaying, He that ſays he knows God, and keeps net 
his Commanadements, is a Lyar, and the Truth is not in him, 
1 Jo. 2. 4. So may be allo laid, He that (ith he loves God, 
and keeps not his Commandment , is a Lyar, and 
the Truth is not in him, according as the ſame Apo» 
ſtle ſaith, 1 Fo. 5. 3. For this is the Love of God, that we 
keep bis Commandements. Hence it is apparent, that Love 
without Purity is but a falſe pretence, and that whatſocvcr 
hinders from the practice of this Love of God, or with 
draws from the obedience of the leaſt of his Commands, is 
to be denyed, and no ways to be entertained, as being ej= 
ther the love of the Dev.l, the love-of the World, or the 
love of Self, and not the love of the Father, and as from 
the true love of: God, having taken place both upon the 
Underſtanding and Will, there ariſeth a great fervency 
and deſire of Mind, that it may be who'ly aniced wick the 
Lord, and made conformable unto his Will in all things: 
So from hence ariſeth alſo a certain Averſion from, Indig- 
nation of, and even Hatred, to whatſoever is contrary there- 
unto, or has a tendency to lead from it, which is com- 
monly called Zeal; which Zeal, having a right bottom and 
foundation, and proceeding purely from the Love of God, 
is a great Virtue, greatly to be commended and preſſed af- 
ter, and the defe& thereof is juſtly reproveable 1n a Chri= 
ſtian, That Zeal then thus conſidered, is a thing excel- 
lent, pure, and holyof it felf, appears in that it is aſcribed 
to God himſelf, 2 King. 19.13. 1ſa.9 7. Where the per- 
formance of the Bl:\ſed Evangelical promiſes is to be per- 
formed by the'Zeal of the Lord, 1ſa. 19. 17. He is ſaid ts 
be Cloathed with Zeal as with a Cloak, and 63, 15. His 
Zeal is numbred with bis Bowels and Mercits z next Da- 
vid 
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vid recommends himſelf to God , for that the Zeal of his 
Houſe had eaten him wp, Pſal. 69. 9. and 119. 139. And 
Paul commends the Corinthians - their Zeal, 2 Cor.7.11. 
1 Cor, 14.12, and for this end has the Grace of God ap- 
peared unto all, that there might be a People gathered, 
Zealow of good Works, Tit. 2,14. And as this is commend- 
ed and recommended on the one hand, fo is the contrary 
thereof; to wit, Indifterency and Lukewarmaeſs teproved 
and rebuked as a thing diſpleaſing to the Lord, of many 
inſtances whereof that might be given, chat unto the Church 
of Laodices may ſerve at preſent, Rev. 13-15,16, Becauſe 
for a Remedy agaiaſt this Evil, the is Exhorted, wv. 19, to 
be Zealows and Repent. 

But as there is a true Z2al, ſo is there a falſe one, and 
it is not more needful to have the one, then F is to a- 
void the-other. Now as the true Z-4l proceedeth only. 
from the pure Love of God, and ſingle Regard to his Ho- 
nour and Glory, ſo the falle Zeal proceedeth from the 
Love of ſomething elſe, and the regard t er things : 
And of this falſe Zeal there are ſeveral kinds Ws well as de- 
grees;z all of which, though they ought to be ſhunned, 
yet ſome are far more hurcfal and peraitious than others; 
the worſt and higheſt of theſe is when as Men, through - 
the height of Pride, Luſt, Ambition, or Envy, ſhew them- 
ſelves furious and Zealows to ſaticfie. and fulfill their 
deſires and affeQtions, this is the higheſt Zeal . for ſelf ; 
From this Zeal did Cain (lay Abel, - iſhmgel mocked Iſaac, 
and Eſau hated F acob, Pharoah Perſecuted the Children of 
Iſrael, Saul, David, and Fezabel, the true Prophets of the 
Lord. - 

A ſecond kind is, when as Mzn that are not tive and. 
faithful, even to thoſe principles of Religion, they profeſs 
th:mſclves to acknowledge as true, as being Conſcious ro 
themſclves, and alſo publickly knowa to be ſuch as are Yi- 
tious and Profligate , yet do violently perſecute and op- 
pre's others that differs from themy though they be aor 
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only equal to them, but even by their own acknowledgmens 
exceed them in Temperance and Virtue, having nothing 
to charge them with, but that they agree not with them in 
judgment and praftice m matters of Religion : This appa- 
rently is a falſe -Zeal, and not of God, for if it pro- 
ceeded frow the true Love of God, it would firſt 
operate in themſelves to the removing of all thole 
things which they acknowledge ro be contrary to this 
Love of God, before ir exerted it (elf towards others, 
ſeeing as the Proverb is, Charity begins at home, And 
like unto this was the Zeal of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
who Perſecuted Chriſt for a breaker of the Law which 
themſelves did not fulfil: As is alſo the Zeal both of the 
Papiſts and Proteſtants in their Perſecutions at this day, 

A third fort is of ſuch, who do indeed walk ftritly and 
cloſely to their own Principles, making Conſcience of their 
wayz but yet being blinded in their underſtanding, do Per- 
ſecute Truth, ſuppoſing it to be Ertor : Of this number 
'was Paul before his Converſion, Being 4s to the Law blame- 
leſs, and Perſecuting the Saints out of Zeal, AQt. 22. 3, 
Gal. 1. 14, And therefore, in this Claſs he numbers his 
Country-men, ſaying, They have a Zeal for God , but nat 
according to knowledge , Rom. 10, 2. And perhaps among 
theſe, ſuch may be numbred, of whom Chriſt ſpeaketh, ſaying 
to his Diſciples, and when they kill you , they ſhall think to 
do God good Service, 

A fourth or laſt ſort is, when as Men being truly en- 
lighrned in their Underſtanding, bur their Will, Heart, and 
AﬀeCtions not being throughly leavened with the Love of 
God, do condemn things juſtly reproveable, bur not out of 
the ' pure drawings of Divine Love, but even from a mix- 
'ture of ſelf in the forwardneſs of their own will, as not 
ſuffering any to be contrary unto them, 

This is the moſt innocent kind of wrong Zeal z yet not 
ſo that it ought to be watched againſt, and of thoſe few 
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ed' from -it 3 but the pure undefiled Zeal that is arcepta- 
ble ro -God, is that which proceeds not -only from a»pure 
and clear underftanding , but alſo from a renewed 
ſanified W.ll which moves not of, nor from Self, 
from and forthe Lord, 
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SECT. I1TI. 


The Controverſie lated, with reſpet# to the different :ſort of 
Chriſtians , how it is to be fetched from the nature of their 
Principles, and nat from the prattice of particular perſons, 


He ſum of what is ſaid, is, that true -Chbrifian Love and 
Charity, is the moſt excellent of Virtues, moſt need- 
ful co be ſought aſter and -attained , that -it is never 

joyned, but with purity, which it naturally leads toz. and 
tkere-from doth conſequentially ariſe an -Tndignation and 
Zeal againſt Unrighteouſneſs, which true Zeal is juitly com- 
mendable, and really diſtinguiſhable from all falſe and ig- 
norant Zeal, 

For the more clear ſtating of the Controverfie in pro- 
ceeding in -this matter, theſe following aſſertions relating 
thereto may be propoſed and armed F 

I, That whatſoever Love is conliſtent with. the pure Zove 
of God, may be ſafely exerciſed towards all ſorts, as well 
of Mea as Chriſtians. | 

I I. That whatſoever Love or Charity really conduceth to 
the ſalvation of their ſouls, and ſo far as they are capable 
thereof, may and ought to be ſhewed-towards them. 
'I1 k, That therefore the good- in all ought to be com 
mended, encouraged, and loved , and no true Good either 
denyed, rejeed,. or deſpiſed, becauſe of any Errors pecu- 
* liar co reſpective Seas, V4 

LV. That the Evil, eicher in Opinion-or pradtice, -ought 
neitherto be ſpared, encouraged, gor fomented under any 
pretence of Love whatſoever. 
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Theſe I ſhall not enlarge, nor yet offer to prove (ſtudy. 
ing to avoyd prolixity). becauſe I preſume they will be rea- 
dily granted and afſented to by all, Thar then, which prin-. 
cipally comes under conſideration, is to confider and ex3- 
mine which of all the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians at this day 
do moſt truly obſerve theſe rules, and ſhew forth moſt of 
the true Love and Zeal of God in their way and principles, 
avoyding that which is contrary thereuntoz wherein, that 
I may proceed clearly, there are ſome things previous to be 
warily and ſeriouſly weighed, as 

Firſt; when I ſpeak of the Charity of the ſeveral ſorts of 
Chriſtians, I ſpeak of ſuch as are ſertled in their reſpeQive 
Principles, as perſwading themſelves certainly in the cruths 
and ſonndneſs of them, ſo that their Love and Charity is 
really to ſuch as they judge and believe are wrong, ſeeming 
to have Charity to all, and be affraid to judge them from 
an unſertledneſs in ones ſelf, as not knowing which is righr 
or which is wrong, is a Vertue of neceſſity and not of 
choyce, and proceedeth no ways from the Love of God, nei- 
ther has any reſemblance thereunto, for God loveth and 
Compaſſionates Sinners, and ſuch as are out of the way, 
not as being ignorant, or doubting whether they be ſach, 
but as really knowing them, Ir were indeed the height of 
madneſs and folly for theſe unſettled , uncertain, and ſtrag- 
ling ſou!s to take the liberty to judge others for being wrong, 
whije they profeſs they know not yer who is right and who 
is wrong; being only ſure of this, that themſelves are not 
come to rights, for they could not in ſo doing, bur be 
Self-condemned ; not bur I believe that the condition of 
ſuch, if they be truly forbearing, and ready to embrace the 
good when (cen by them, is both more tollerable-ro others, 
and ſafe for themſelves than thoſe that are hatdily confi- 
dent in a wrong belief from thence forwardly judging 0- 
chers. But this I mention for the ſake of certain men of 
looſe, and uncertain principles, who being really Conſcious 
to themſelves of their own unſettledneſs, finding themſelves 
as 
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at a loſs, as concerning many of the controverted Princi- 
ples of the Chriſtian Religion, which is righe, and which 
wrong, and not finding a ready way to come to any certain 
determination therein, and being perhaps unwilling ro un+ 
fdergoe the trouble and difficulty of ſuch a ſerious ſearch and 
enquiry, as well as deſirous to avoyd theſe troubleſome cir- 
cumſtances, or other inconveniences which may ſeem to 
them neceſſarily to accompany their imbodying themſelves 
with any particular People or Fellowſhip, and therefore 
fiad it more eaſte to ſatisfie and pleaſe themſelves. with 
ſome general notions of praQical Truths, commonly acknow- 
ledged by all, and therefore cover themſelves by condemning 
that heat, aſperity, and ſevere cenſuring that is among 
the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians, one towards another, as not 
conſiſtent with, nor ſuitable to that Love which onghtto be 
in all Chriſtians z whereas, poor Men, they mind not how 
much they fall in this Crime, and that in a degree far more 
reprovable than thoſe they thus accuſe: For, 

Firſt: Are not they found guilty of the want of this 
Chriftian Love and Charity, that do judge and condemn all 
theſe ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians as defeRive in this ſo prin- 
cipal and neceſlary a Chriſtian Vertue, whereby they do 
indireQtly ſhut them out from being Chriſtians or Diſciples 
of Jeſus; for if they judged it an Error inconſiſtent with 
Chriitian Love and Charity, to condemn or accuſe one ano- 
. ther for difference in Opinion why are they found them- 
ſelves (o guilty of it? for fince in this cenſaring and con. 
- demning of one another among the (everal ſorts of Chri. 
ſtians is praiſed by them as their duty, and a neceſſary 
conſequence of their Do@rine, why ſhould theſe judge them 
for it , if they ſay they condema them for itz Becauſe 
they believe it to be a wrong Principle, (hall not others be 
allowed the like liderty ro coademn Principles they likewiſe 
believe to be wrong z one of ewo then muſt of neceſſity 
hold, either that wrong Docttines or Opinions may be 
juſtly reproved, confured , and _— without __ 
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of Chriſtian Love aud Charity , and therefore the ſo doing 
amongſt the. ſeveral ſorts. of Chriſtians, upon their own re- 
ſpective Principles in ir.ſelf ſimply conſidered , not evil or 
reproveablez and therefore theſe men wrong in judging ir 
ſo, or it is an evil and inconfiſtent wich Chrifian Love and 
Charity to condemn any fort of. Chriſtians for their Docrines 
and Opinions 3- andf ſo, theſe men fa3l fouly. in this Crime, 
that do accuſe all others for this judging of Priaciples, 
and por EO judge them for their Principles here- 
in:-And, 

Secondly: Their envy in this is. of an higher degree by 
their own Sentence, then thoſe others thus judged bythem, 
becauſe che others proceed upon a certaiy-belief and firm 
perſwaſion that they are in the right, and thoſe they con» 
demn wrong, and fo proceed rationally conſequential to 
their own Principles , but theſe Men, Albeit they. be Con- 
ſcions to themſelves, that they .are not come to a determi- 
nation of what is right and what wrong, and remain yet in 
doubt. for want of a clear Underſtanding what to approve 
and what to condemn, do never-the-leſs moſt irrationally 
and inconſequentially to their owa affirmations, reprove, cen- 
ſuite, and condemn all others as deſtitute of, or at leaſt des . 
feQive in a vertue and. quality (ſo nzceſſary and eſſential 
to all Chriſtian, Societiesz to whom, therefore, may be 
ficly applyed the ſaying of the Patriarch Facod, .to his-Firſt- 
bora Ruben : Unſtable. as water, thou ſbalt .not excel, Gen, 
49.4. And that.of the Apoſtle Paul to the Romans, Rom. . 
2-11. As alſo that other ſaying of the ſame Apoſtle to the 
Galatians ,, For if I Build again the things that I deſlrojed, 
1 wake my, ſelf « Tranſgreſſor, Gal. 2. 18, 

2dly. To make a judgment of the ſeveral ſorts of Chii- 
ſtians, we muſt fetch it not from the prattices of particu- 
lar Perſons, but from their reſpeRive priaciples, by enqui- 
ring how far they. naturally lead to, or draw from this U- 
niverſal Love, becauſe that it cannot be denyed , but that 
2mong all and every ſort of the ſeveral Secs of Cones, 
there 
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there are men of divers and ſundry hamours and complexi* 
ons, ſome more hor, violent, and froward , who proſecute 
what they judge right, with great Zeal, haſt, and ſury, 
others of more calme, meek; -and loving diſpoſitions; who 
rhough chey be not leſs deſirous co advance their way, yer 
do it in a more-complacent, affable, and deliberate man- 
ner: Some-there are that are naturally 'of # careleſs, indif- 
ferent, Gallio-like cemper in fuch things, and therefore be- 
have more forbearingly and civilly towards ſuch as diſſent 
from them , not becauſe of any Vertue , but becauſe ſuch 
things do-not much trouble-or touch chem. Neither then 
of theſe Yertues, - as they are incident to- particular Per- 
ſons, are ſo juſtly chargeable upon a Se& or People, a 

from thence to make a pohitive jadgment of their Hatoo fel 
Charity or not; ſeeing theſe are not the conſequences of 
their Principles, or that which neceſſary comes from them, 
as relating ro this or that Society , but the- meer produ& 
of their-natural and private. humours, how: far any parti- 
cular or ſingular Perſons. among the ſeveral Sets, have at- 
tained to the performance of that erue Love and Zeal for- 
merly deſcribed : I ſhall nor determine , neither does it ne- 
ceſſatily belong to this Queſtions for' if any ſhould -be 
found to do any thing which were ſo far from. being the 
conſequence of their Principles ; as to-be quite contrary; 
their Brethren would not ſuffer their Principles-from thence - 
to be improved; ſo neitter can the excellency of any fin- 
galar Perſons, while not proceeding upon their Principles; 
approve them as juſtifiable in-rhis reſpet: As for inſtance; 
where it is the Univerſal Principle and » general pratice of 
a Seft, to perſecute eve to the urmolſt thoſe that differ 
from them , as in the Chu:ch of Rowe, ſhonld there be 
found one or two, or-2 very few of a more moderate (pi. 
ric, that ſhow!d profeſs an averſion from ſuch fort of ſeve- 
rity, and alfo praQice it in their ſtarion, according to-'their 
Capacity, who would aſciibe this moderation and Charity 
to the Church of Rome,- would take his -meaſures bur badly; 
and 
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and on the other hand, where it is the Watverſal Principle 
and general praQices of a People, not at all to perſecure 
for the matter of Conſcience, ſhould any private Perſons 
of that Society be carryed by their fury and heat to the 
practice of any ſuch thing, though dire&ly contrary to their 
Principles, who would charge this upon the whole People, 
and thence meaſure them, would make alſo a bad conſe- 
quence, Nevertheleſs, I ſhall not deny but ſome Princi- 
ples are ſo pernitious, and ſo ſtrait and narrow, that they 
ſeem by a certain Malignity generally to inflaence all their 
followers, as (hall after be-obſerved : But 1 (hall now pro» 
ceed to the fore-mentioned Examination. 


—_— 
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SECT. IV, 


An Examination of the Principles of ſeveral ſorts of the ſo called 
Chriſlans, compared with this Univerſal Love, and found 
defetive: As 1, of Papiſts: 2. of Proteſtants iz gene- 

ral: 3, Of Socinians. 


AS there are twa ways Chiefly whereby a People or So- 
ciety do ſignifi« their Charity or Love towards 0- 
thers that differ from them; ſo by. theſe two alſo, is fig- 

Aifted their contrary Principles and practice. 

The firſt is by a favourable and Charitable judgment 
of the condition of Mens Souls, Albeir, of different and 
contrary principles from them, in ſuppoſing, or at leaſt not 
abſolutely —_ bur that they may even upon their own 
Principles, if faithful chereco, obtain Peace with God , and 
Life Eternal. 

The Second is by a Friendly and Neighbourly depottment 
towards Mens Perſons, in not ſeeking to rain and deſtroy 
them, whether in Life, Liberty, or Eſtate 3 Albeir, their 
judgment concerning God, and chings Spiricual in the Na- 
ture and Manner of the exerciſe of their Worſhip, be both 
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contriry and different 3 where the defect of any of theſe two 
is, there of neceſſity muſt be wanting 1f#;verſal Love and 
Charity , for thou that haſt bound up, and tryed the means 
of Salvation to thy Principles and Dodtrines, ſo as to ex- 
clude from Salvation all that differ from thee, or contra-- 
dict thee, has certainly declared, thy Charity exceeds not the 
limits of thy own form, and that the beſt Opinion, and 
higheſt eſteem thou haſt of any that differ from thee, for 
any vertues or excellencies that may appear.to be in them, 
reſolves at laſt in no better then this Concluſion , For all 
this they muſt be Damned ; neither will it ſerve co prove 
the Univerſal Charity of any People, in this reſpeR, that 
ſome of them may Problemarically aftirm, that Salvation 
may be poſſible co ſome ſuch Difſenters , living in remote 
parts, who are excluded from the benefit of all means of 
. knowing their Principles; makiog this poſlibilicy only as 
an efte& of Gods Omnipotency, and ſo purely miraculous 
alledging, they will not deny but God in a miraculous and 
extraordinary way may bring ſome to Heaven ; for this ſhews 
no Charity at all, either inthe Principle or People, but is 
only a meer ſeeming acknowledgment of God's Omni 
rency from a fight of the groſs abſurdity that would follow 
from afh:ming otherwiſe : Thoſe only can be eſteemed Cha- 
ritable in point of DoRrinz , and truly to commend the 
Love of God, whoſe Principle is.of that extenr, as naturally 
to take in within the compals of it, both fuch as have nor 
arrived to their diſcoveries, and who are alſo different' in 
jadgment from them, and that without any extraordinary 
-+ | miraculous conveyance, as being the common means 
and order of Salvation appointed by God for all, and'try- 
ly reaching all, 

Moreover, in the ſecond place, far leſs canſt thou pre- 
tend to have Charity for me, that- wilt rob me of my Life, 
Goods, or Liberty, becauſe I cannot jump with thee in 
my judgment in Religious marters, to ſay thou doſt it for 
good, and out of the Love thou beareſt to my ſoul, is an 
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Argument too ridiculous to be anſwered , unleſs that the fo 
doing did- infallably produce always a change in judgment; 
the very contrary, whereof experience has abundantly thewn, 
and to this day doth ſhew , ſeeing ſuch ſevetities do oftner 
confirm men in their Principles, then drive them from them, 
and then by thy own confeſſion, thou doſt not only deſtroy my 
body, but my ſoul alſo, and cannot avoid thinking upon 
thy own Principlez but I muſt be Damned if 1 perſiſt in 
my judgment, which for thee tobe the very immediate oc- 
caſhon and Author of, is certainly the greateſt a& of Ma- 
lice and: Envy that .can be imagined z ſeeing thou doſt 
what in thee lyeth, through the heat of thy Zeal and Fe. 
xy, to cut me off from obtaining that place of Repentance, 
which for ought thou knoweſt, it might pleaſe 'God to af- 
ford me, were not my days thus ſhortned by thee. To 
alledge the example of putting to Death Murderers, and 
other ſuch Profligate 'Malefa&ors, which is allowably done 
by the general. judgment of almoſt all Chriſtians; from 
thence urging, that'as this is not accounted a breach of 
Chriſtian Charity , ſo neither the other will no way- ſerve 
the purpoſe, nor yet be a ſufficieat-cover for this kind of 
Unchriſtian cruelty, becauſe the Crimes for which theſe are 
thus puniſhed, are ſuch as are not juſtified as matters of 
Conſcience, or Conſcientiouſly praftiſed, which are unani* 
mouſly Condemned , nor only by the conſent of all Chri- 
ſtians, bur of all men, as being deſtructive -to the very 
Nature of Man-kind, and to all humane Society z and *cis 
confeſſed, even by all ſuch MalefaQors themſelves (I know 
not if one of a hundred thouſand can be excepted) and the 
puniſhment of ſuch is juſtifiable, as all generally acknow- 
ledge; but to kill ſober, honeſt, good Men, meerly -for 
their Conſcience , is quite contrary to the Dodrine 
of Chriſt, as has beenelſewhere upon other occaſions Jarge- 
ly demonſtrated. 

This being premiſed, 1 ſhall briefly apply the ſame "a 
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*the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians, that thence may be ob- 
ſerved, whoſe Principles do moſt exatly agree with,..and 
lead to that Univerſal Love and Charity, ſo much in words 
commended by all, and for the want of which, every ſort 
take ſo' much liberty to judge and condemn each other, 
There are many” other particulars by which the ſeveral 
Sets may be tryed in this reſpe, but theſe two fore-tmen- 
tioned being the principal, I ſhall chiefly infiſt upon them 
in this preſent application, 

To-begin then with the Papiſts, there is- nothing -more 
commonly acknowledged and afſented to among them, then | 
that Maxim, Extra Eccleſiam nulla Salus, without the Church 
there is no Salvation , which Maxim, in a fence, I confeſs 
to be true (as ſhall hereafter appear) but according as it is 
underſtood among them, it does utterly deſtroy this Mwl- 
wverſal Love and Charity, for by this Church, without which 
there is no Salvation, they preciſely underſtand the Charch 
of Rome, —_— that whoſoever are not of her Fellow- 
1hip, are not ſaved; and this muſt needs neceſlarily follow 
vpon their Principles, ſeeing they make-the Ceremonial' 
Imbodying in this Church,” ſo neceflarity to Salvation, ' 
that they exclude from it the very Children begotten and 
brought forth by their own Members', unleſs formally re- 
ceived by the-Sprinkling or Baptiſme of Water : -, And. Al- 
beit, they have a certain place more tolerable. than Hell 
for theſe Unbaptized Intants, yer hence is -manifeft -how 
ſmall their Charity is, and how much it is confined to their 
particular Ceremonies and forms, fince if they think Chil» 
dren born among them, for want of this Circumſtance are 
excluded from Heaven, Albeit, never guilty. of actyal 
Tranſgreſſion, they muſt needs judge that ſuch as both wane 
it, and alſo 'are guilty of many fins, as they believe all 
men are who are come to age, eſpecially ſuch as are not 
in the Church, go without remedy to Hell. | 

Secondly : All Diffenters and Seperaciſts from the Church, 
Infidels, Turks, and Heriticks , wa in ſhort are all chat | 
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noe fellowſhip and Communion with the Church of 
Rome, and own her not as their Mother, are in a moſt £o- 
lemn manner yearly Excommunicated by the Pope z and 
it were a moſt grols inconſiſtency ro ſuppoſe that ſuch as 
are ſo Curſed and Excommunicated, and given over to the 
Devil by the Father and chief Biſhop of the Church, can 
in the judgment of the Members be ſaved, eſpecially while 
they think he is approved-of God, and led by an Lafallible 
Spirit in his ſo Excommunicating thew, 

And bkſtly : To ſuppoſe any ſuch WKniverſal Love or 
Charity, as extending to Perſons either wichourt the com- 
paſs of their own Society, ar diſſenting and ſeparating from 
ther, fo as to reckon them» in a capacity or poſſibility of 
Salvation, were to. deſtroy and overturn the very Baſſks and 
Foundation of the Reman Church, which Rands in acknow- 
ledging the Superiority and Precedency of Peter and his 
Succellors, and in believing that Lafallibilicy is annexed 
thereuato, 

Now ſuch as are not of the Rowan. Society , cannot do 
this 3 and thoſe. that do not thus, are ſuch tro whom the 
Church of Rome can have no Chaticy , bur muſt look up- 
on them as withour the Church, and conſequently as unca- 
pable of Salvation while there abiding. 

IF ic be objeted that the Church of Rowe profeſſerh 
Charity to the Greek, Armenian, and Ethiopian Churches, 
Albeir, vaſtly differing in many things from them, 

I Anſwer, that whatſoever Charity the Church of Rome 
either doth, or ever hath profeſſed to any of theſe, ſhall 
be. found to. be always upon a ſuppoſed acknowledgment 
made by them to the See of Rowe, 25 the Mother-Church 
2nd” Apoſtolick Seat, from- thence ſeeking the: Confirmati- 
on and Authority of their Patriarches, at leaſt as the Roma» 
niſts have ſought to make the World believe ( how true, 
is not my preſent buſineſs to enquire) and all theſe difle- 
rences of Ceremonies that are berwixt them, are only ap- 
proved by the Romaniſts;as ſuch which are indulged to them 
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by the Pope , who precends oue of a Fatherly care and 
compaſſion to yield theſe things unto them, which if ie be 
true, is done by him rather ro aphold the ſhew of his Au+ 
thority z and becauſe diſtance of place, and-other incom- 
modities hinders him from preſſing more upon them, ſinte 
in places nearer hand, and where fitter opportunities hath 
been preſented, he bach ſhewn himſelf very Zealow and 
Violent to bring all to a ready obedience ro-the leaſt of 
his Commands , as by many examples could be largely 
proved ; yet ſome are of the mind that all theſe Stories 
and pretended acknowledgments of Patriarchs to the Ro- 
miſh Sea are but the meer effets of che Policy of that 
Court, to uphold their Grandure , and nothing berrer bur 
pretty Comedies to amuſe the Vulgar and Credulous, and 
augment their Reverence towards che Pope and his oy A 
but what-ever be in this, it is abundamly manifett thar 
there can be nothing more contrary to this Hniverſe! Love and 
Charity than Romiſh Principles, and that no man of chat Re- 
ligion , without deſerting his Principles, can pretend to 
it, 

As to the other Principle of Perſecution, how much it 
is Preached and praftiſed in the Church of Rowe, will 
need no great Probation : Thoſe rhat are acquainted with, 
or have heard of the Spaniſh Inquiſition, of the many In- 
humain Butcheries and Maflacres committed both in France, 
* and the Netherlands, upon Men meerly for the matter of 
their Conſciences; the many Plots, Conſultations, Com» 
binings, and Wars, contrived, fomented , and carryed on 
by the Biſhops of Rowe themſelves, and the chief. of their 
Clergy, yielding large and voluntary Gontriburions therero 
for to ruin and root out the Diffenters from the Kowiſh 
Society, after Luther appeared s cannor but fee how natu- 
ral and conſequential ic is ro Remiſb Principles ſo to do: 
And thence alſo obſerve how contrary and oppoſite theſe 
things ate to Mniverſal Love and Charity, and how much they 
a the —_— when they pretend Chriſtian Charity to 
any that differ from them, D 2 And 
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And-this manifeſtly appears in- theſe two , which nons 
of them that has underſtanding to know, or honeſty to con- - 
feſs their Principles can deny : I might alſo add a third, 
which Albeit, by ſome Popiſh Doctors in ſome Nations it 
be denyed, yet is no leſs firmly believed and contended 
for by other eminent Perſons — eſpecially Bel- 
larmipe, 'and approved by the Pope himſelf , to wit, the 
Popes power to depoſe Princes. in. caſe of Hereſie, and 
give their Kingdoms to others, allowing them upon that 
account to fight againſt them, and accounting their ſo pur- 
chaſeing of them, lawful. Small offences heretofore would 
have provoked to this Sentence, as appeared in the exam- 
ple of Hildebrand and others; but. of late he is more ſpa+« 
ring and deliberate in his denuntiations, finding his Authority 
leſs regarded, and his power to bring to obedience much ab- 
breviated : But ſurely this principle cannot confiſt with 
Univerſal Love, when that , which by all is acknowledged 
to be an Ordinance of God, doth not ſecure the lawful Ad- 
miniſtrators thereof from the bitterneſs of it : If you will 
not allow a King to be a King, Albeit, his right and title 
fo to. be, is every way as good as ſuch among your (elves, 
unleſs he be of your mind, certainly there is but ſmall 
hopes of your Charity to other perſons. There might be 
much more ſaid. and enlarged as well upon this as other 
thiogs;: which ſufficiently . evidenceth the Church . of Rome 
can have no juſt.claim to this Univerſal Love, which I pur. 
poſely, to avoyd all manner of prolixity, do omir. 

The great variety of. Dotrines tamong Proteſtants 
fo called, will make ic ſomewhat harder to decipher them 
particularly in this matter z yet to take firſt notice of choſe, 
who by their moſt publick Confeſhons, as well as by their. 
poſſeſſian of whole Nations, are moſt commonly and Uni- 
verſally undeiſtood to bear that name, (to wit) the Zuthe- 
rans and Calveniſts ſeems molt regular, 

And becauſe of their Unity, as well as of ſeveral others 
in-that doftrine and prattice. of Perſecution, I ſhall make 
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my-firſt obſervation from thence, which being 'noz only 
held by them, but alſo by ſeveral others diſſenting from 
both of them, may be cermed ( the more the pitty ) a ge- 
neral Doctrine of Proteſtants z how far this contradiQs 
Univerſal Love, is before-mentioned. But as 'to them, ir 
has this additional aggravation which is very conſiderable: 
that they do, and that upon their owned Principles fo rigo- 
rouſly perſecute one another, not permitting one another 
the free exerciſe of their Conſcience in their reſpeRive Do- 
minions; Albeit, they acknowledge that they agree in 
Fundamentals, and that they have both upon the ſame de- 
ſiga of Reformation departed from Antechriſt 3 how then 
can theſe Men pretend to any thing of Univerſal Love or 
Charity, who upon ſo ſmall difference by themſelves , not 
elteemed Fundamental, do deny one another the very com» 
mon and natural Benefits of the Creation? And of this 
the Iſland of Great Brittain can give good evidence : for 
Aibeirt, the Proteſtants there be in a ſenſe all Calvenifts, 
or at leſt, not 2t variance in that which was, ' and is the 
great Controverlie among the Lutherans and Calveniſts a- 
broad z and that their difference lye only in the matter of 
the Government of the Church, and ſome other Ceremo- 
niesz many of which, Calvin himſelf confeſſerh not to be 
of chat conſequence for which the Godly ſhould be at v2» 
riancez yet how little Charity they have to one another, 
and how great and irreconcilable prejudice and malice, is 
openly kaowa to the World : So that upon this account; 
the Prelatick Party has - Perſecutee the Presbyterian, and 
the Pcesbyrerian th:m, as they reſpeRively found them- 
ſelves-in a Capacity to do ic, not only to the ejeftion of 
the Clergy for this difference - out of their Punction, and 
the Excommunication an4 publickly-Curfing on? bf ano» 
ther, but alſo co the turning in and out” of 'State - Officers, 
to the Imp: ifon'ng, Forfeiting, Baniſhiog, yea; and judicial 
Execution both of private and publick Perſons, not to 
mention the hozrible- deyaſtations and publick Wars, where- 
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| _ Ifind became as a bloody Tragedy, to the ruin of 

ſands of Families, which took its riſe from their diffe- 
rences, and was carryed and fomented from the very Pul- 
Pits under this notion; alſo thoſe common and: uſual deno- 
minations, wherewith they uſed, and yer do defign on one 
-another, are not unknown, as ſ(clf-ſeeking and ſelf-Cepara- 
ting Hypoccites, ſeditious Incendaries, preſumptuous Rebels , 
. and on the other hand, Proud and Bloody Prelates, I2no- 
rant and Ungodly Curates, Wicked and Hateful Malignanes, 
:Idolatrous and Supetrſtitious. 

I could alſo, were it not both tedious and troubleſom to re- 
peat ſuch ſtuff, give inſtance of nor much leſs ſeverity and 
reproaches, very near of the ſame quality, that have paſſed 
betwixt other ſubdivided ſpecies of Calveniſs, as betwixt 
the Remonſlrants and Contra-Remonſtrants in Holland, upon 
the difference of their Principles, Albeit , they agree in 
the matter of Government: And the Engliſh Presbyterians 
and Independents, who quarrel not much (at left the gene- 
rality of them, as themſelves are willing the World ſhould 
believe) about Principles, but only in a (mall circumſtance 
of Government, all which doth well witneſs how void 
thoſe men are of true Charity, and how far from that true 
pr any wn Chriſtian Love, (0 much commended and pretend- 
.ed to by them, eſpecially conſidering that theſe are not on- 
ly ſome perſonal Infirmities or eſcapes of private perſons 
among them, but the univerſal, neceſſary and conſequential 
effe&s of their reſpeive Principles, which proceed from 
them as men (o circumſtantiated and related to ſuch 'and 
ſach Fellowſhips and Societies, 

There is another Principle, not only common both to Zs. 
theran and Calvaniſts, hut even to theſe ſubdivided Calvi- 
wiſts, 1 mean the Fpiſcopalians and Presbyterians, which 
cannot but obſtruR and neceſſarily hinder this #giverſal 
Love, To wit, the preſſing after, and ſeeking to eſtabliſh 
2 National Church, whereby uponthe Magiſtrates, or great 
part imbracing any Religion, they diſtribute the whole _ 
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dom into ſeveral Pariſhes or Congragations, and appoint - 
Preachers of that way to them all, fo that a man cannor 
be a Member of the State, without he be a Member of 
the Church alſo; and he is robbed of the very Priviledges 
which he ought to enjoy as a Man, unleſs he will agree, 
Albeic, againſt his Conſcience, ro every Circumſtance of 
that Church, which is eſtabliſhed in the Country he lives, 
for the making of which the more effeftual, che Lawin our 
Country provides, that when a Man is Excommunicate, - 
or caſt out of the Church, is alſo caſt out of the State; 
ſo that a Man upon the Churches Cenſure, for a mater 
meerly Conſcientious, incurrs che ſame hazard of the loſs 
of his Eſtate and Liberty, as-if he had been guilty of fore 
hainous Crime towards the State, But how can thoſe pre- 
trend to Univerſal Love that has thus ſo confined all, both 
Spiritual and Temporal Bleſſings. to their SeR,: that they» 
think not Men worthy to live as Men, or breath the com- 
mon air, unleſs they will .ſubſcribe ro all their Sentimeors, 
Surely this is far from the Nature of. God's Love, that 
cauſes - his Sun. to. riſe. both upon the Juſt and Unjuſt, . 
Thus far as to Perſecution, and what depends upon it. 

I obſerved before that the general defe& of this Univer- 
ſal Love did proceed from wrong Notions concerning the 
Love of Ged , for ſuch as confined God's. Cove, did conſes - 
quenrially confine their own, Now the chief way, where- 
by men by their own. nartow Opinions, ſeek to limit and 
confine the Univerſal Love of God, is by propoſing the ne- 
celſary means of Salvation appointed -by God, as not reach 
ing to all, for ſach, ro whom they reach not, we- cannot 
ſuppoſe to have any real ILove extended to them : In'this 
the generality of Proteſtants are deficient, Albeit,, ſome 
exceed others in a particular reſpe&, as ſhall be hereaſter 
obſerved. ; 

That wherein they are generally wanting, is by affitm- - 
ing that there can be. no - Salvation - without: the explicie 
knowledge of Chriſt, and benefit of the Scriptures, + This- + 

is + 
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is-held both by Lutherans, Calveniits, aud Arminians; 1 
mean by theſe Churches, whatever may be the private Sen- 
timents of particular perſons among them, 

Now whereas all theſe do acknowledge that many thou- 
ſands, yea, whole Nations, have been , and are excluded 
from the benefit of this knowledge, they muſt neceſlarily 
conclude Salvation impoſſible to them, and ſo they can 
have no-Charity ſor them, ſo as to ſuppoſe a poſſibility of 
Salvation to them, And this goes directly againſt, and de- 
ſtroys the nature of Univerſal Love, which cannot be en- 
rertained towards any , but upon the _—_— that they 
are under a poſſibility of being ſaved, or that thoſe circum- 
ſtances they are under, not being in themſelves, ſimply 
conſidered ſinful as being ſuch, as is not in them to help, 
do not abſolutely exclude them from-it :- T confeſs that I 
cannot have Charity -to a wicked Man, that he can be ſaved 
ſo long as he continues wicked; and if thence any ſhould 
ſeek to infer, that ſo likewiſe we -cannot have Charity to 
thoſe men that want the Scriptures, and the outward know- 
ledge of Chriſt, that they can be ſaved o long as they 
want that, Therefore as the one is not contrary to Univey- 
ſal Love, neither is the other, I Anſwer : The Compariſon 
holds not at all, becauſe the ground of my not having Cha- 
ry to him, is his continuing in a thing which himſelf 
knows to be diſpleaſingto God, by the Law of God which 
he has revealed to him, and acknowledges to be goody 
and therefore the ground of my hopes of him, that he may 
be ſaved if he Repents, is, becauſe he knows the means 
how to Repent, and be Converted, ſo my Uxiverſal Love, 
reaches to him not only in that I believe 'cis poſſible for 
God to bring him out of his Wickedneſs z but in that I 
acknowledge that God in order thereto, has actually made 
manifeſt to him the way how he may be Converted, and 
ſo I exclude him not from the Univerſal Love of God, which 
I ſuppoſe in that manifeſtation of his will, to have already 
really 'rouched and reached him, But the other caſe has 
no 
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no-parity with -this 4 for firſt , that deſe& of the Scriptures 
and outward knowledge of Chriſt in an Indian or Ameri- 
can, &c, is no wilſul malicious a&t of them againſt any Law 
known to them, but is th: meer providence of God by them 
inevitable, neicher isit unto them any moral evil, that they 
are born or brought up in theſe parts, or come not to thoſe 
places where they may learn and find that knowledge: If I 
then judge that Ged's Love reaches not any ſach, whom by 
this Providence he has permitted to be thus Born and E- 
ducated in order to ſave them, my Yniverſel Love can no 
ways reach to them, ſo as to ſuppoſe Salvation poſhble to 
them, not becauſe they refuſe or reſiſt the means of Know- 
ledge and Salvation appointed to them of God, but becauſe 
they want it by the will of God, who thought not meer 
togive itto them, Ilook not upon it as my work in this Trea- 
tiſe to reſute this Doctrine, and ſhew its Contrariety to 
Truth and Scripture, having done that largely elſe-where, 
as in my Apology, Expl. of the 5th. and'6th. Propoſitions 
it is enough here that I (hew chat ſuch as hold chis Opi- 
nion cannot juſtly pretend to Univerſal Love, as doth 
evidently appear by what is ſaid, and needs no further 
Queſtion, 

Perhaps the Socinians may ſtep in here, or others of more 
general Principles, who will afticm they do not believe that 
the want of this explicit knowledge doth neceſſarily ex- 
clade Men from Salvation : Ir is true , there are ſome of 
that mind, but it were hard to rank chem under any par- 
ticular denomination , it being rather a Notion of theſe 
Men, of whom I made mention before, that are uncer- 
eain in their Principles, and joya with no people abſolurely, 
then acknowledged by a people or any publick Confeſſion 
of any united or gathered Church and People. 

The Socinians generally lay very great ſtreſs upon the out- 
ward knowledge ofChriſt,8 do believe the outward knowledge 
ofChriſt,or of the ReſurreRion ar leaſt, to be abſolutely needfa], 
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holding the ſuficiency of that alone upon, Row, 10, 9. But 

paſſing that, and taking it for granted that the generality 

of Sociaians, and ſeveral others with them, who being all 

taken in Camo, may paſs, for as much as a whole body 

of people do believe and afhm Salyation even poſſible to 

ſuch as are by an inevitable Fate excluded from the bene- 

fit of that external knowledge, in that they (ay that ſuch 

as will improve thit light of Nature which all Men have 

given them of God, and exerciſe that common Principle of 
Reaſon, may from the works of Creat.on and Providence, 

certainly conclude that there is a God, forſake many evils, 

and do much good z and thar ſuch as do thus improve this 

natural and common Jight, do obtiin of God, to ſend them 

miraculouſly either ſome Man or Angel to fignifie to them 

the outward knowledge or Refurretion of Chriſt, that they 

may believe it, and be {aved. 

1 Anſwer: This doth nor reach the full extent of Ui 
verſal Love, becauſe ir {till limitech ic ro this external 
knowledge, and ſuppoſeth no means of Salvation without it. 
And nexr, becauſe it ſuppoſeth ſomewhat Miraculous, which 
25 has been before obſerved, is a limitation not to be ad. 
mitted in this caſe: Bnt if any would afhrm that the im- 
proving of this Natural Light proved to them a means of 
Salvation, without ſuppoſing any neceflity of having the 
outward knowledge. of Chiiſt art all; Albeir, ir would 
ſeem by the extent of their Charity, that their Love were 
very univerſal, yet they do not eſtabliſh true Univerſe} 
Love more than the other, becauſe nothing is true Univer. 
ſal Love, but that which naturally proceedeth from the 
true Love of God, and is founded upon good and ſcund 
Principles deduced there-from, and which hath not its rife 
from the love of Self, or from a ſelfiſh principle, which 
thoug' it may have a ſhew of Univerſal Love, is not really 
ſuch, elſe, he that would affirm he believed that all men,as well 
the Wicked as the Godly, the Unbelieving 'as the Believing, 

ſhould 
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ſhould be ſaved, and chat no wickedneſs can hinder a Man from 
being ſaved, might be ſaid to be a truer Preacher of Univerſal 
Love than any, and moſt Charitable of all Meng and yec 
how would chis be juſtly condemned by all Chriſtians: There 
can then be no true Univerſal Love but that which is built 
apon the love of God, and is pure, and of the nature of 
it: So then thoſe that affirm that mea may be ſaved (e- 
ven without the outward knowledge of Chrift, and of the 
Scriptures) if they improve the light of Nature z whether 
ic be chat they judge chat the light of Nature can carry 
them through to the end, and accompliſh che work, or 
that they ſuppoſe the improving of it, will procure any ſuch 
Miraculous Revelation; do not truly Piezch or eſtablih 7+ 
niverſal Love , becauſe the ſame is not founded upon che 
true Love of God, but is an exalting of the Nature and 
Reaſon of Man, which is really defiled, and proceeds from 
Self: Since thele Men, for & molt pate, do look upon 
Grace, or the opzration of the Spirit in the Saints, as 
but a meer fancy, (o I ſay theſe men do not commend the 
tras Love of God, which is contrary to Self, but only 
their owa corrupt Nature and Reaſon, and do therefore 
really oppoſe and ſlight the Univerſal Love of God, in 
that they ſuppoſe Man capable of himſelf, to ſave himſelf, 
withour Chriſt the alo1e Mediator , in and by whom the 
Unrverſal Love of God to all is oaly exteaded, for whom 
ever God loves, he loves them in Chriſt, and no other ways, 
and this Love of Go4 in Chriſt cannot be truly received 
and entertained to the Salvativn of th? Soul, bur as the 
Old. Man, the ficſt Man with his deeds, which are altoge- 
ther corrapted,, and caa claim ao ſhare ia Mans Salvation, 
is put off and done.away;z and as the New 414» that pro- 
ceeds from a Divine Spiritual Seed, which is not of, nor 
from Mans Nature, comes to be born and brought forth in 
the ſoul, But much more do they contradi& and declare 
themſelves void of, and Strangers to the Univerſal Love, 
who hold the preciſe decree of Reprovation, with tie 0- 
E 2 ther 
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ther principles depending thereupon, in believing that the 
far greater number, nor only of Man-kind, but even. of 
thole that profeſs the Name of Chriſt, are neceſſarily damn'd, 
and that by Vertue of God's abſolute decree, who from all 
Ercraity ordained to Create them for that very end, and 
appointed them to walk in ſuch Wickedne's, for which he 
might Condema then, and puniſh them Erernally : Sothac 
not only ſuch as ate ignorant of the Hiſtory of Chriſt, and 
of the Scriptures, are certainly Damned , but even moſt of 
thoſe who have the benefic of this knowledge, are not- 
withſtanding Damned 3lſo, for not right uſing and apply- 
ing the ſame, which miſerable Crime they neceſſarily fall 
in, becauſe that God , Alb:ir, He publickly, and by his 
revealed Will doth invite them all to Salvation, yet by a 
ſecret Will unknown to Men, He doth with-hold from them 
all Power and Grace ſo to di, Now I ſay, whoever are 
of this mind, as all Calvinifs generally are, cannot juſtly 
pretend to Hniverſal Loves for ſeeing they limit the Love 
of God to a ſmall number, making all the reſt only. objects 
of his Wrath and Indignarion, they muſt by conſequence 
ſo limit their own Love alſo: For Go4 being the. Foun- 
tain and Author of Love, no man can extend true Chr:- 
ſtian Love beyond his; yea, the greateſt and higheſt Love 
of any Man, falls infinitely ſhort of the Lowe of God, even 
as far as a little drop of water falls ſhort of the great 
Ocean. Now none of theſe Men, withour manifeſtly con- 
tradiQing their own Principles, can pretend to have Love 
to any of thoſe that are thus predeſtinated to Death z for 
what ſottiſhneſs were it, and inconſiſtency to pretend Cha- 
rity to ſuch fo, as to ſuppoſe a poſſibility of Salvation 
for thaſe whom God hath appointed to be Damned, and to 
be Sons of Perdition , for ro ſay we ought to have Cha- 
city to all, becauſe we know not who is appointed to Life, 
or may be called to it, ſaith nothing to ſolve this difficulty, 
becauſe even to ſuch as may be ſuppoſed co be Elected , I 


4m. not to haye Charity, ſo long as I ſee them in Wick- 
edneſs, 
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ednefs, and in any unconverted ſtate, for that were to walk 
againſt all erue _— and a putting light for darkneſs, 
and darkneſs for light 3 acalling good, evil; and evil, good ; 
which is expreſly forbidden, 

Next, this were to make true Chiiſtian-Love as blind 
as the Heathens ſuppoſed their god of their Luſtful Love 
ro be, for I ought ro love Men for ſome real good I ſee 
in them, as feeling them to partake of, and grow in the 
Love of God, and not upon a meer perhaps God may do 
them-good, perhaps they may be called, unleſs I believed 
there were ſomething of God in all given them in order 
to call them. 

Thirdly : Seeing theſe Men do believe-and affirm that 
God ia this caſe appoints the end, ſo he doth the means 
alſo; they are not-only obliged upon their Principle with» 
our all Charity, to conclude as Damned, and appointed to 
Damnation all ſuch as have not the benefit of theſe means 
they think needful, but even all ſuch among themſelves 
enjoying theſe means in whom appears not, according to 
their notion of ir, true and convincing tokens of Conver- 
fion, And as this Dodtrin naturally leads from any thing 
like Hniverſal Love. So as I obſerved before, it ſo leavene - 
eth and defileth with an unlovely humonr, ſuch as ſtrialy - 
and preciſely hold ir, that for moſt part they are obſerved 
to be Men of peeviſh and perſecuting ſpirits. 

For theſe two Principles, to wit, that of there being no 
Salvation without che Church among Papiſts , as preciſely 
underſtanding it of the Church of Rowe, and this of abſc-- 
lute Reprobation among Proteſtants, are the very root and 

ſpring, from whence flows that Bloody and Antichriſtian 
renet of Perfecution for. the caſe of Conſcience ; and there- 
fore both it and they are direaly contrary and diametrt- - 
wy oppoſite to the true Catholick - Chriſtian Love of 
God, 
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SECT. V, 


Some Principles of Chriſtianity propoſed , as they are held by 
4 great body of People, ani whole gathered Churches in 
Brittain aud Ireland, which do wery well agree mith true 

Univerſal Love, 


Uch as moſt commonly complain for the want of Yaiverſal 
Love, do alledg this defect co proceed from the nature 
of a Sec, unto which they thiak this want of Charity ſo 
peculiar, that from thence they conclude that ic is impoſſi- 
ble either for any Se& univerſally co have this Univerſal 
Love, or for any Member of a Sec, ſo long as he ſtands 
ro his Principles, or is ſtrictly bound up and tyed to a 
Sect to have this Univerſal Lovez and indeed this in a great 
meaſure is too true, if the nature of a Se be rightly under- 
ſtood, and therefore to avoid miltakes, it will be ficco en- 
quire ſomewhat in this matter, 

A Se& is commonly and univerſally taken in the worſt 
part, and alwayes ſo underſtood, where ic is mentioned 
in che Scripture, as being either really underſtood of ſuch 
as are juſtly ſo termed, A. 5. 17, Ch, 5.5. Ch. 26, 5, 
or reproachfully caſt upon ſuch as ought not to have been 
'ſo denominated, A. 24. 5. Ch. 28. 22. For a Se is a 
company of People follow.ng the Opinions and Iaventions 
of a paiticular Man or Mcn, to which they adhere more, 
and for which they are more Zealous than for the ſimple, 
plain, and neceſſary Dodrine of Chriſt, Bur ſuch as are 
not 3 SeR, nor of a SeQ, are thoſe chat follow the Faith 
and Dodrines of Chriſt, and receive and believe the ſame, 
as purely Preached and held forth by him unto them, and 
not as by the recommendation of Man, as clouJed aad en- 
cumbred with their interpretations and additions, and ſo 
are meer Chriſtians, and yet true and ſaichſul Ones too; 
yea, the moſt True and Faithful, 

' Now, which of the ſeveral ſorrs of Chriſtians, are to 
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be accounted Sets, and which not, is a great Queſtion, 
and would take a larger Diſcourſe, than is proper to be 
:ncerted in this Place, truly to enquire into itz and there- 
fore, it ſhall ſuffice me at this time, to have Aﬀſerted this 
:n General, which, I judge, will be generally accorded to 
by All, and leave the Application co each underſtan- 
ding Reader 3 for the clearing which, there may ſeveral 
weighty Obſervations fall in hereafter: Probably, this will 
be almoſt granted by All; and I am ſure, may be truly 
afficmed, that whatſoever People hold forth, and preach 
DoAarines, which in the Nature of them contradi&t, and 
are inconſiſtent with true Wniverſal Lovez Such may truly 
be termed a Se, which may be eaſily applyed to thoſe 
heretofore - mentioned 3 and ſo, conſequently, who ever 
bold forth Principles and Dodtrines conſiſtent and agree- 
"able thereunto, are, and may truly be eſteemed meer 
Chriſtians, and no Set. Next, the Nature of a Peo- 
ple's Society, and the Caufes drawing them together, 
with the Method of their being gathered, does much 
contribute to evidence, whether they are to be eſteemed a 
Sect or not z firſt, whoſe Fellowſhip ſtands meetly in Judg- 
men', and in that which reachech the Underſtanding, and 
ſo are joyned together in and for one Opinion , are only 
to be eſteemed a Se, however true their Notions may be 
ſuppoſed to be, for the tras Principles and Do&rines of 
Chriſt, Albeit, they do truly reach the Underſtanding, and 
require its Aﬀenc, yer they are of an opperative Nature, 
however, ny may be held by one or ewo Members of the 
Church, without working upon their Hearts, yet cannot - 
be held, nor never was by any entire Society, without. pu» - 
riſying their Souls, and reaching to, and working "upon 
their Hearts, to a true and real Converſion: I mean, up- 
on the greateſt, and moſt conſiderable parr, (but falſe Docs - 
trines .may be firmly believed by a whole Society, wich- 
out having any Operation ): for the gathering of .the Apa- + 
ftles and Primicive' Chriſtians, was an uniting of 'Hezrts, 
an 
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2nd -not of Heads only: Thoſe three Thouſand Converts 
were pricked in their Hearts, and not in their Heads only , 
yea, where there may be a Diſſent in ſome things in point 
of Judgment, if there be this Unity of Heart through the 
prevailing of the ſame Life of Righteouſneſs ; yer the true 
Fellowſhip is not broken, as appeared in the Example of 
the Apoſtles themſelves. Now, theſe People who hold forth 
the Principles and DoQrines, here-after to be mentioned, 
were not gathered together by an Unity of Opiaion, or 
by a tedious and particular Diſquiſition of Notions and O- 
pinions, requiring an Aſlent to them, and binding them. 
ſelves by Leagues and Covenants thereto; but the manner 
of their gathering was by a ſecret Want, which many tiuly 
tender, and ſerious Souls, in divers and ſundry Se&ts, found 
in themſelves; which put each Se&Q upon the ſearch of 
ſomething beyond all Opinion, which might ſatisfie their 
weary Souls, even the Revelacion of God's righteous Judg- 
ment in their Heart, to burn up the unrighteous Root, and 
Fruits thereof, that the ſame being deſtroyed, and done 
away, the inward Peace and Joy of che Holy Spirit in the 
Soul, might be felt to ahound, and thence Power and Life 
to follow him in all his Commandments; and ſo, many 
came to be joyned and united together, in Heart and Spi- 
rit, in this one Life of Righteouſneſs, who had long been 
wandring in the ſeveral Sets, and by the inward Unity, 
came to be gathered in one Body; from whence, by de- 

grees they came to find themſelves 
* Which external Agreement, agreed in the plain and ſimple Doc- 
a: well in Dottrines, as in the trines of Chriſt, * and as this in- 
her wars AY follow- ward Power they longed for, and 
*ng thereupon, became #0n* £1, ro give them vidtory over Sin; 


al bond hes | 
pom i Ertiews and bring the Peace that follows 


ſhip obvious to the V Vorld, 

whereby they are di Shgnifhed even to the obſervation of Man from the 
ſeveral Setts profeſſing the Nam: of Chriſt, as the true Chriſtians of old 
Were by their Adherence to the Orthodox Principles from other Hereticks, 
that laid c aim likewiſe to be Chriſtians, thereon, 
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thereon; was that whereby they were -bronghr nnto that 
Ulaity and Community together , ſo they came firſt thence 
to accord in the Univerſal Preaching of this power to all, 
and direfting all unto it, which is their firſt and chiefeft 
principle , and moſt agreeable to this Univerſe! Love, as I 
ſhall hereafter ſhew. And it is very obſervable , that as 
thoſe whoſe gathering and fellowſhip aciſes from this meer 
unity of Notions and Opinions, do uſually derive” their 
name and deſignation from the firſt Authors , Inventers, 
and Fomenters of thoſe Opinions , as of old, the 4riens, 
Neftorians, Manicheans, &c. And of late the Zutherans, 
Calviniſls, Arminians , Socinians , Monites, &c. So thoſe 
People, whoſe unity and fellowſhip did ariſe from their mu- 
tual ſenſe of this Power working in and upon their ſouls, 
ſo that Society derives not their name from any particular 
Man, and therefore are providentially delivered from that 
reat mark of a Set, but as the Ungodly will be always 
throwing ſome name of Reproach upon the Children and 
Servants of God ir being obſerved, that through the deep 

| and inward operation of this power in them, a dread 
| kold on them, nor only to the begetting of God's fear in 
their hearts, but even to the reaching and-inſtruting of 
their outward Man: hence the name of fuakers or Trem+, 
blers hath been caſt upon them, which ſerveth to diſtinguiſh 
them from others, though not aſſumed by them ; yet-as the 
Chriſtians of old, albeit the name- of Chriſtian was caſt 
upon them by way of Reproach, gloryed in it, as defiring 
above all things, to be accounted the Followers of Chriſt , 
ſo they {alſo are glad that che World reproacheth them as 
ſuch who tremble before the Lord, and who work out their 
Salvation in fear and trembling. And truly the Lord feems 
by his Prophets of old, to have fore-told that his Chil- 
dren ſhould be ſo reproached, as 1{4.66.5. Hear the Word 
of the Lord, ye that Tremble ot bis Words your Brethren 
that hated you, that caſt you out for - Name ſake, ſaid, 
Let the Lord be glarified , and He ſhe wires Fo your Joys 
an 


| 
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and they ſhall be aſhamed, Where a joyful appearance of 
God is promiſed to theſe Hated and Reproiched Tremblers 
oz Qiak'rs, and Fey. 33.9, cots more clearly Propheſie 
how this Reproachiul Naine, when caſt upon his Chil- 
dren, (ball b2 owned and. countenanced by the Lord in 
th:(e veiy plain and comfortable words : And it gh2!l become 
a"Name vt joy and prafle, and an honour befoze all the Natt, 
ons of the Earth, which shall hear all the g90d that 7 do unto 
them, an» they shall fear and Tremble, oz Quake, fog all te 
goodneſs, and a.l the p2oſpcrity that J ptocure anto (t, 

As the nature of a Sect atiſeth from the love of Self, 
and its produQtion, ſo in the laſt place there can be no more 
ſignal or certain mark of a Se, chen when a People ſeek 
to advance and propagate their way in the ſtrength of 
their own Spirits, reckoning the Preaching and publiſhing 
thereof by their own natural] or acquired parts, without the 
neceſſity of the inward motion of the Holy Spirit, both 
lawful and conneadablez and not only ſo , but the ad- 
vancing 21d eſtabliſhing of the ſame by outward force and 
violence : For, here is Man working without God, or the 
guidance of his Spirit, in his owa meer ſtrength and will, 
ro ſet up his own Images and Inventions under a pretence 
of Truths and pure Chriſtianity z but thoſe that dare not 
ſeck to advance even that, which they are perſwaded is 
Truth, in their owa will and ſpirit, far leſs by outward 
force and violence, but in and by God's Spiric, as he leads 
and moves to it by his Life and Power, ſhew chat ſuch are 
not a Se nor Followers of Man's inventions, bur of Chriſt 
alone , waiting to follow Him as He a&s and moves them 
by his own Spirit and Power , and therefore are no. Secta- 
rians, but meer Chriſtians, 

The chief and firſt Principle thea held by thoſe Chti- 
ſtians, which as 1 obſerved before, naturally atiſeth, and 
was aſſented to by them from their inward ſenſe chat tyed 
them together, is, that there is ſomewhat - of God,” ſome 


Light, (ome Grace, ſome Power, ſome raeaſure of the Spi- 


rit, . 


(35). | 


tit, ſome Divine, Spiritual, Heavenly, ſubſlantial Life and 
Veriuve ia all Men, -which is a faithful Witneſs againſt all 
Unmighteouſneſs and Ungodliaeſs in the heart of Man, and 
leads, draws, moves, and inclings the mind of Man tv 
Righteouſneſs, and ſeeks to leaven him as he gives Way 
thereunto, into- the nature of ic ſelf, whereby an inward, 
thocow, and real Redemption, may be wrought in the hearts 
of all Men, of whatſoever Nation, Country, or Kindred 
they be, notwithſtauding whatloever outward knowledge or 
benefit they be by the Providence of God neceſſarily de- 
Prived of, Becauſe whatſoever they want of that, yer ſuch 
a meaſure of this Light, Sced, Life, and Word is com- 
municared to. all,'. as, is ſufficient truly to convert them 
from the evil of their ways, purifie, and cleanſe them, and 
conſequently bring them to Salvation. And ia the aftirm- 
ing of this, they do nor at all exalt Self or Nature, as do 
the Socinians 48 that they freely acknowledge , that Man's 
Nature is defiled and corrupted, and ynible to help him or 
ſurther him one ttep in order to Salvation z judging nothing 
more needful then the full and perfe& denying and mor- 
rification of Self in order theregnco, Now do they believe 
this Seed, Light, and Grace, to be any part of Man's Na- 
ture, or any thing that properly” wy eſſentially is of 
Man, but that it is ® free Grace and gift of God, freely 
given to all Men, in order to bring them out of the fall, 
and lead them to Life Erernal.. Neither do they ſappoſe 
this Seed, Word, and Grace, which is ſufficient to lead to 
Salvation, to b2 given to Mea withoue Chriſt, for they 
believe it to be the purchaſe and benefit of Chriſt's death, 
who taſied Death for every Man : So that they confeſs all 
- 40 be derived to them, in and by Chriſt the Mediator, to 
whom they aſcribe. all, ,yea, they believe this Light, Grace, 
2ad Seed, to be no other but a meaſure of that Life and 
Spirit that was in Chrilt Jeſus; which being in Him, who 
is the Head, ia the fulneſs of ir, is from Him in whom ic 
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recideth, as He is aſcended up unto, and glorified in -the 
Heavens, extended to all Men, in order to redeem them 
from fin, and convert them to God. . 

Thus according to this Principle, withoue attributing a- 
__— to Self, or to the Nature of Man, or claiming any 
thing without Chriſt, the Univerſal Zove of God to all Men 
is exhibited, whereby the means of Salvation by Chriſt, 
and reconciliation unto God is fo aſſerted, that no Man is altoge- 
ther excluded from it, but each ſo reached, as puts him in a ca- 
Pacity to be ſaved. Such then as believe and Preach this 
Dorine, muſt of neceſſity be eſteemed great advancers 
and aſſerters of Univerſal Love, as thoſe that truly eſta- 
bliſh it, not through any uncertainty or doubrfulneſs in them- 
ſelves, but upon their own firm and acknowledged prin- 
ciple, fince that doth neceſſarily extend their Charity to 
the not only ſuppoſing, but even coneluding Salvation poſli- 
ble, not only to the ſeveral ſorts of Chriſtians, but even 
to ſuch, who by the diſadvantage of Education, and: the 
remoteneſs- of: their Habitawon, are ignorane- of the Name 
of Chriſt ; providing that this Seed, Grace, Word and 
Light, which is. in them all, and the free - gift of 
God to them all, receive- place in their hearts, ſo 
as to work 'out the fruits and nature of Unrighteouſ- 
neſs, and to beget them-unto Righteouſneſs, Puri- 
ty, and Holineſs, which according to this Principle 
is believed to be very poſſible where the - external 
knowledge is thus unavoidably wanting for albeit, 
thoſe who hold this Principle , do believe that the 
outward knowledge of Chriſt , and theſe other ad- 
vantages. which from the uſe of the Scriptures are 
enjoyed among Chriſtians, are very comfortable, and 
conducing to facilitate Salvation; yet they reckon them 
not abſolutely needful , holding them only to be is- 
tegral. and no efſential parts of Chriſtianity, for they 


place the eſſence or being -of Chriſtianity only in the 
in 
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in the true and real Converſion of the heart by vertue of 


the operation of this Light , 
Seed, and Grace there, even 
as the eſſence and being of a 
Man conſiſts in the untty of 
ſoul and body ,- which is e- 
nough to denominate one a 
Man ; albeit, he ſhould want 
a Leg, or an Arm, an Eye, 
or an Ear'; or have ſome 0- 
ther defe& z or even ſhould 
be deſtitute of ſome of the 
faculties of the mind, as of the 
memory, &c. that ocher Men 
have z yet ſuch a one would 


Let not the Read:r think, 
ftrange that I afſert this Princi- 
ple, and enter not upon the pro- 
bation of it ( having dotte thas 
largely elſe-where, as in my A- 
pology) ut not being my buſineſs 
here ſo to do, but only to ſhew 
how ſuch and ſu hb Principles do 
not agree with Univerſal Love, 
= the other hand, when 1 

mention of other Principles, 
1 do not offer f refute them, it 
being enough here to demonſtrate 
that, they are contrary to Univer- 
ſal Love. 


ſill, and that truly, be cal | 
ed a Man; albeit, not a compleat and entire Many yea, 
thoſe that live in the moſt Barbarous and Unciviliz'd pla» 
ces of the World , where they are deſtitute” and ignorant 
of all-the liberal Arts and Sciences uſed-among us, and of 
all theſe conveniences which ſo much :cenduce ro the faci- 
licating of Humane ſociety, and accomodating of Man-kind 
in cheir living together, I ſay, thoſe are ſtil! cruly account», 
ed Men, as having that which is truly eſſential or conſtitu- 
tive of a Man as ſuch. 1n like manner-this Principle ſup* 
poſeth the poſſibility of- Salvation, both rothoſe commonly 
called Heathens, and ro many among. the dark and errone- 
ous Secs of Chriſt anity, in that this eſſential part of 
Chriſtianiry is extended to themy albeit, chey wanr:thoſe 
other lategrals and comfortable parts which may, in and 
with reſpe& to the Spiritual Man, be firly - compared to 
theſe defefts that thoſe Barbarous Nations want, which we 
enjoy as to the Natural Man as none can deny but this 
Principle is moſt agreeing to Univerſal Love : So the praftice 
of all, even of thoſe that deny it, doth evidence and ſhew 
how agreeable it is, as well to the- Love of Godas to right 

| nada. 
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- reaſonz where, when ever any of the Seats come to deal 
with a Heathen, or any ſuch, againſt whom they cannot urge 
any thing from Scriptare or Traditzon, as being Principles 
not acknowledged by them, then they are always forced 
ro recur to an inward innate light in the ſoul, to which 
they labour to make manifcit cheir Principles , ( albeit, 
they differ about tlie natuie and ſufficieacy of ic) yer they 
are forced to concede that this is God's Love to Man-kind, 
and that in this the Univerſal Love of God is extended 
© all; ſo that to every one, to whom they come to. Preach, 
they may find ſomething by which they may urge or com- 
mend their. Dd&rine, of which I ſhall give one ſingular 
example out of the words of Franciſcus Xaverius, a Feſuit, 
whom that. Tribe, for the high eſtzem they have of him, 
term the Apoſtle of the 1aates, as it is Recorded in Bern- 
hardus Varenns, his Deſcriptio Regni, Faponie, P. 195, 
cap. 8. where he puts dowa the words of Francis Xaviers 
Letter, thus, p. 247. The Amargurians , before they re- 
ceived Baptiſme, were flraitned with an odious and trouble- 
ſome ſcruple z, to wit , That God ſeemed not unto them mer- 
ciful and benigne 5 who had condemned all the Japonians be- 
fore our coming, to Eternal Puniſhment , eſpecially who ever 
did not Worſhip God according as we Preached; and there- 
fore they ſaid that He (to wit, God) had wholly negleted the 
Salvation of all their Predeceſſors , in permitting that theſe 
miſerable ſouls ſhould altogeth:y be deſtitute, to their utter 
ruin,of the knowledge of ſaving Trath : This,moſt odious thought, 
did much draw them back from the Worſhip of the true God 
but by the help of God, this error and ſcruple was taken from 
them; for we firſt did demonitrate wito them, that the Di- 
vine Law was the oldeſt of all; yea, before any Law was 
made by the Antients, the Japans knew by the teaching of 
Nature, that it was wnlawſul to Kill , Stea! , Forſwear, and 
other things contained in the ten Divine Laws, as was evi- 
dent in that, when any of them committed theſe Crimes, they 
were tormented by the Pricks of their Conſciences, that hence 
Rea- 
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Reaſon it ſelf doth teach to flee the Evil, and follow he Good, + 
and thrrefore was implanted in the minds of all Mex by Ns- 
ture, (o that all have the knowledze of the Divine Law from 
Nature, and of God the Author of Nature, before Diſcipline be 
added, of which, were it doubted, tryal might -be made in 
ſome body altogether void of Diſcipline, who has beew edu- 
cated in ſome Mountain or Wilderneſs, without any know- 
ledee of the Laws of his Country : For if ſuch an one, thus 
altogether ig norant and anacquainted with Humane Diſcipline, 
were asked, Whether to Kill a Man, 1s Steal, and theſe 0- 
ther things which the Law of God forbids, were ſinful oy not ; 
or if*they were not right, to forbear theſe things : Truly, I 
ſay, ſuch an one utterly ignorant of Humane Diſcipline, would 
ſo anſwer, that it would eafily appeat that he were not void 
of the Law of God. From whence then ſball we judge be bas 
drawn his Notion ? unleſs from God himſelf, the Author of 
Nature : If then this be manifeſt in Barbarous Men, how 
much more in Men civiliz'd and well Educated ? which being 
ſo, it neceſſarily follows that the Divine Law was implanted 
in Mans heart, before al} Laws made by Man : This Reaſon 
was ſo manifeſt to them, that they were fully ſatisfied, and 0 
bring delivered from theſe ſnares, dil eaſily ſubjet# them- 
ſelves to the ſweet Toak of Chrif, Thus far Xaveriue, 
Thus it may ſeem, that to ſatisfie theſe Faponians, that 
their Fore-fathers were not all neceſſarily Damned, and co 
ſhew that the Univerſal Love of God reached unto them, 
ro put them in a capacity of Salvation + This cunning Fe- 
ſvite could not find another way, then by aſſerting this Prin» 
ciplez albeit, it be no ways Congruous to the Dodrine 
of the Charch of Rome z for theſe Antient Faponians could 
not be eſteemed Members of the Charch of Rome; and as 
not being ſuch, according to the Romiſh Principle (who ſay 
there is no Salvation withone the Church, that is, withone : 
the Church of Rome) muſt needs have bcen Damned. 
Secondly : That Notion and definition of a Church which 


naturally ariſes from this Principle, and is accordingly be= _ 
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lieved by-the Aſſertors-of it, doth alſo. both very-well. as 
ree to, and eſtabliſh this DoQtrine of Qaiverſal Love , 
or where, by veitue of this Seed and Light, purchaſed and 
extended by Chriſt unto the hearts of all ( it being ſup= 
poſed that Men may be truly Converted, and conſequen- 
tially uniced to Chriſt ) it naturaliy follows that ſuch -be- 
come Members of the Church, elſe none of -O©'!d, .but the 
Families of the. Patriarchs , and of the Fews could have 
been judged to be ſaved z nor yet any, during all the time 
of the Apoſtacy, which. as it is falſe ia it ſelf. will -be 
hardly afficmed by any ; and therefore fince- ſuch mighe 
be ſaved, they muſt be eſteemed Members of the Church, 
without » hich, in this m_ ſence, there can be no Sal- 
vation, as including the whole Body of Chriſt , of which 
Body, who are not, are certainly excluded; and therefore 
it is that the Church Catholick or Qaiverſal is not ſo con- 
fined to any Se, . Form , . or external « Profeſſion , as 
that thoſe that are not initiated .in thoſe forms, .are ex- 
cluded abſolutely from being Members of the Church, un- 
leſs it be upon refuſal or reſiſtance of the. will.of God re- 
ally manifeſt ro them, as drawing them to the -praftice .of 
particular things z for it hath pleaſed God at ſeveral times, 
to require ſeveral things, both of particular Churches and 
Perſons, which he has not-of others: As to the Few! 
Converts, to abſtain from things Strangled and Blood ; 
and to the Churches of the Gentiles not to Circumciſe, 
which was permitted co the Chriſtian- Jews for a time g 
and from particular Perſons many particular things haye been 
required, which albeit , they were not general Obligations 
upon all Chriſtians, yet in ſo far as. manifeſted ro, and 
required of them, were ſufficiently obligatory; and their 
diſobedience to them ſhould have been in them a breach of 
their general obligation of Obedience which we owe to 
God , Fin all things He requires, and conſequently per- 
nicious, how-ever others, to whom they have never been 
.revealed , nor required, might have been ſaved without 
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Thirdly : As the aſſerting 'of Principles, which commend 
the Love of God, and ſhew the great extent of it to Mans 
kind, do moſt agree with Univerſal Love, ſo this People 
ia another chief Principle of theirs do greatly (hew itz f + 
as by the Preaching of this Univerſal Principle of the Light, 
they ſhew the extenſion of God's Love to all; ſo by 
Preaching that God both doth, and is williag to rev:al 
his Will immedately by his own Spirit in. the hearts of 
all choſe that receive his Light, thar ſo they may be guided, 
ated, and lead thereby, and know the Mind of God thus 
inwardly immediately in themſelves, they hold fo:th the 
incenſion of God's Love to ali choſe that follow and obey 
him z ſo that they neither bind up this being lead by the 
| Spirit of God only co themſelves, nor ſtint ic co fingalar and 
extraordinary occaſions, but hold it forth as a common and 
Univerſal priviledge to all true Chriſtians and Members of 
the Church. Now this Doctrine greatly commends the 
Love of God, and eftabliſheth the Principle of niverſ«l 
Love in thac it ſhews how 1Yniverſally God hath offered this* 
bleſſed Priviledge to all, in that He hath given his Lighe 
unto all , upon the receiving of which, this immediate gui- 
- daace of the Spirit followeth as a neceflary Concomitants 
for fach as deny this immediate Revelation of God's Will 
by his Spirit in the hearts of his Children, to be a com; 
mon and Univerſal Priviledge to all true Chriſtians and 
Members of the Church, muſt nteds ſuppoſe the knows« 
ledge of his Will neceſlary for them, to be communi- 
cated to them by ſome other external means, as by out- 
ward Writings and Precepts; in ſo much char all ſuch as are 
robbed of this Benefic, are neceſſarily excluded from par- 
taking of che Univerſal Love of God, in order to the Salva- 
tion of their Souls, 

Fourthly:: As the confining of the Gifts and Graces of 
God to certain external formes and Ceremonies, are di- 
realy oppolite and contrary to Hniverſal Love, ſuch as the 
limiang of the work of che Miniſtry - outward Ocdina- 
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- tion, and to a particular Tribe of Perſons, the making hu- 
mane Paits and Arts more neceſſary thereto than the Grace 
of God; ſo that the Grace of God is not judged ſuffici- 
ent to make a Mana M.niſter, or to priviledge him to Preach 
wichout thoſe other Artificial and Ceremonial things: So 
I ſay on the other hand, thoſe People ro the commending 
of the Univerſal Love of God to all, but eſpecially in the 
viſible Church, do aftirm, that as this Light and Grace of 
God is given to all, in order to ſave them ſo whoever find 
himſelf c:uly called in his heart thereby, and ficted to Mi- 
niſter to others, may lawfully Preach and Declare to 0- 
thers the good things that God has done for his foul, -and 
direct and inſtruct them, as by the ſame Grace he is en- 
abled, how they may come to the experience and atrain- 
ment of the ſame things, albeit, he have no outward Or- 
dination or Call from Men, be not initiated in their 
Ceremonies and Orders, nor yet furniſhed with their Learn- 
ing and School-education, This greatly commends and 
holds forth the Love of God, becauſe it does not confine 
che Miniſtry unto ſuch a narrow compaſs , as by the ſeve- 
ral Secs it is done, but ſuppoſeth, that among thoſe that 
had not the Scriptures, and outward knowledge, there might 
have been Miniſters or Preachers of Righteouſneſs, as-it 
was ſaid of Noah, that he was one who was ere the Scrip- 
rures were writ z and Fob was another; beſides Socrates amongſt 
the Greeks, Pythagoras amongſt the Latines, and ſeveral 0- 
thers that might. be named among the Arabians, Indians, 
and Ethiopians, and this -Dodtrine doth very much hold 
forth the -Univerſal Love of God in the viſible Church, in 
chat it excludeth none from Mtfniſtring his Gift, as he hath 
itz albeit, a Poor Trades-man, or Mechanick Men, as is 
done among the far greater parts ot the Se&s of Chtiſten- 
dom, by the preſumptuous Uſurpation of them, 

Fifthly : This People do greatly commend and hold forth 
the Univerſal Love of God to all, in denying the uſe of 
ogtward carnal things which periſh in the uſing; ſuch as 
| Waſhing 


(43) 
Waſhing or Spriokling with Water, or eating of Bread aad 
Wiae, to be_the Seals of Gods Covenant with Man, or'to 
be the means or Channels, by which Grace and Spiritual 
refreſhment is Miniſtred to the ſoul; for thereby they con- 
fine not Gods Love in the communicating of his Gifts and 
Graces to the application, or not uſing of Elementary 
things, which may be as truly as to the matter of them, 
performed by the moſt wicked and greateſt Hypocrite of 
the World, as by the moſt Godly and ſincere, as do the 
oreatelt part of the Sets among Chriſtians, who make 
ſuch a noiſe of the Sacraments and Ordinances, and do fo 
quarrel and jangle about their matter and manner of perfor- 


- mance, but do affirm and believe that increaſe of Grace, and 


refreſhmeng in and by the Liſe of Chriſt, is conveyed un- 
to the ſouls: of all thoſe that are Faithful, as this Seed re; 
ceives a place, and grows up in their hearts :-  Withour 
theſe ourward Ceremonies, this cannot be performed 
but by ſuch as are ſincere and Godly indeed 5 for 
ſuch can only be truly Faithful, and wait in that place 
where Grace and Refreſhment , Strength and Power, 
Wiſdom and Courage , Patience and all other good gifts 
are received, | 

Sixthly.: Theſe Peopie do much eſtabliſh Univerſal Love 
in that they affirm Perſecution of Men, for the matter cf 
their Conſciences to be Unchriſtian and Unlawfulz bee 
lieving that as God can only inform and enlighten the 
Conſcience, ſo it is contrary to the Univerſal Love of God, 
for Men to ſeek to foice and reſtrain it, as hath hitherto 
been ſufficiently ſhewo. 

Laſtly : They do very truly and obſervably eſtablſh41- 
niverſal Love, in that they Preach Love -to Enemies and 
the neceſſity of bearing and ſuffering Injuries without Re- 
venge, holding it Unlawfal for Chriſtians to fight or uſe 
carnal Weapons, even to reſiſt ſuch as oppoſe . ett and 
wrongfally prejudice them: As this is gioſt agreeable to 
the DoRrine and Practice of Chriſt, ſo is it to the 1ni- 
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_ they can 
| £Avery-Anjary, 20 
' givs: Wat 2nd Knock for Keoek; and | 
 - 15 ,pacithelyy to receive and ſnffer an Injury , if 
porghdity of revenging themſelves, and 
angbtfhave Univerfut Love, whichinece(- 
Jules Love ro Enemies y atid he that. 
al, 28g )cvery: way he can , deſtroy: iis 
- Egemy, docs bur /$obbithly conrradict himſelf, if he pretend” 
to Love him} and thoſe thar do noc Preach and: Practice? 
Love to Enemies, thut'that which is quite contragy 5 can-! 
. not. juſtly pretend Either £ the Dottrine or PraQtice of U- 7 
- niverſal' Love: 'Wherefote 1 defire the Reader may make 
cation hereof, as to the ,leveral Secs of Chriſtians, 
agd examine whoſe Principles and Pradtices: do moſt agree / 
herewich, and ſecioufly conſider wherher there be any in- 
- tize wired Body:of Chriſtians, except theſe here mentioned,” 
=> dd uaanimouſly hold forth ſo mapy.'Dactrines;' (6 di- 
reRly eſtabliſhing and agreeing to 14ue Univerſal Lowe, 
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©" , Writ 4n Abordegn Prifas. 
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